
UNITED STATES - VIETNAM RELATIONS 

1945 ■ 1967- 



XI ... 

V. 8. IUV0LV£»E3iT 2N ZHZ 
V50 - 1$^ 



II. A. 1. FOOaifOTKS 

1. Robert Shr-rlciJ, The I.opt Revolution (Nov; York: HiXDcr b. Rov, 3 965), 

2. Ellen J, HruTir.cr, - The Strunr.lg ^Tor Inoochina, ].9-'iO-19';^ (Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1966} , , 

3. Joseph Duttinger,' Victnnj?.: A Dragon Embr.ttlecl (jlcw York: Pracc-rj 1 
2 vols.), II, 7C6r707. 

U. Ibid ,, 712. 

5. Ibid ., 72U; Shaplcn, op. cit. , 63, 

6. Ibid ., 6J». Cf. , Ellen Hammer, "Genesis of the First Indochinece Wclt 
19^6-1950," in Marvin E. Gettleman, ed., Viet TJam (Kev York: Favcet 
1965), 81. — 

7. Ibid ., 82. . 

8. Haimer, The Struf>gle for Indochina , op. cit., 2^46. General Revere' 
"Secret" report was v/idely publicized in 1950, and occasioned a 
political scandal in Paris known as "the affair of the generals/' 

9. Shaplen, op. cit ., 6i*-65. 

10. Ibid ., 78. • 

U. Ibid .. 79. . 

12. Ibid ., 65. 

13* Ibid ., 76 . . 

Ik, Haramer, op. cit .. 280. 

15. Ibid .. 278. 

16. Buttineer, op. cit ., II, 722-723; Shaplen, op. cit ,, 60, 8^^ . 

17. Hrjnnier, op. cit ., 269-270 . 

18. Paris 837 to State, February 22, 1950. 

19. Meraorandum for the President from the Secretary of Defense, dated 
6 March I950 (TOP SECREl'). 



20. Charles V.'o.lf , Jr.., Forcirn Aid: Theory £<riO Pr.'.ct icc in Couthorn A::..i':i, 
(Princoto;i: IVilicoton Univcrr-ity. Prccc, 1^-00 j, ilT, The quottiLioi. is' 
fron rji Economic Cooperation AcLvdnictrati on RcT>ort to Con^rccs of 
June 30, 19r^C. ./ 

21. Kcnorandu-n for the Secretary of Defense fror. the JC3, April 5, 1950^ 
"Stratci'.ic Assessment of Southeast Asia," (TO? SECKLX), 

22. State to London 20»j9, May 3, I950 (TOP SECRET). 
23., Department of State, Bulletin, May 22, I95O. 
2i\. White Hour.e Press Release, June 27, I950. 

25 • Quoted in Hsuicner, op. cit .^ 271. 

26. Shaplcn, op. cit .> 80. 

27. Ibid . , 81. 

28. Ibid. , 87. 

29. Ibid. , 81-82. 

30. Bernard B. FaU, Hell in a Very Small Place (Nev York: Lippencott, 
1967) , ^79 ff. 

31. Shaplen, op. cit ., 8I. 

32. Hainner, op. cit ., 283- 

33. Ibid. . 299-300* 
3^. Ibid. , 300. 

35- Ibid. 

36. Shaplen, op. cit .^ 78- 

37. Ibid. 

38. Gcorcc McTurnan .Kahin and John W. Lewis, The Unite d States in Victn-- 
(Wev York: Dial Press, I967), 33. ~ -^-^ 

39» Shaplen, op. cit ., Sk, ' 

kO. Kahin and Lewis, loc.cit. 



A-32 



Ul. ShriplcR) op. Tit . , 86; 90. 

^2. Ibid. , 90,- 87 - 

^3. Ibid. •/ 

/ 

Uh. IbKK, 88-89 • 

U5. Ibid. , 66, 8i»r85. 

^6. Ibid. , 91 , / 



A-33 



II. B. I. 



FOO'j'kOVI';;; 



1, 



2. 



6. 



7. 
8. 



10. 

11. 
1?. 

13. 

llu 



liSC I?'i, A Kojicx-l. ic> U»c: JJ.".iion.'vl Security Counfi]. en li.r>. Cbjcctiver: 
and CoiMT.or: of Act>^on v/jUj I\c:-.]'OC'.L to Corur.ur.ict A;;'.^'"*'^"'*-*^^: South- 
car-t Aohi, Kc:>a;;:iy I?,, 195? ('it)? SKC;-;!-:?) . . • 

A Ro]>f.'Vi.. to the TlUtioii'i.l Security Coanc-Jl by the F.>:c"u L.1 vc Socrot-'.-ry 
on }J:iPic Kraioivil r.ccurU.y Policy (KSC }Ck/?), Cctobc.- 30, 3'^'53 
(TOP r.j:i::i:i-;'i' - CJ'.iGyTIVi:;). aiie Report v;?ir udpptG.i October ^S^-, 3S'53, 
at the lu8t.o Council lucctjii^;, 

J-'cnoran'.luni fro::i Col. Ccor>j;c V. Cool;ldr;c (CS, Acting Cr.-j'oTf P] .'inc 
Division) to Defense tenbcr, NX PlaJir.ir;^^ Bo-ard (ttt: Col Bonr-stc-cl) , 
December 8, 1953 (iXDP SECKET). 

Ajidcrson to V/ilson, Janu^vry 6, 195'i (TOP SECriRT). 

Di».vis letter to Boncctecl, J&nii.iry 5, I95U (TOP' SEC f<KT), 

KGC KLannjn^ Board, A Rcpoi't to the National Security Council on 
U.S. Objectives find Co'ur:;es of Action vlth Kccucct to Scuthc.r.l 
Asia (ICGC 177), Deceir«ber 30, 1953 (TOP SECitKT)". 

Sunim:.ry and Cors^ionts of the 179th KSC jnectinc, Janu f.ry 8, 195^. 

Sec ricinorp.ndojn from Lt. Gen. F. F. Everest (USA?), for the J.CS, tc 
the Secretary of Defense, Januctry 15, 195^ -(10 P SEC:Gi-l); fdso, the 
coruncnts of Radford as rcjortod in a ncnorandum from Capt. G. W. 
Anderson, Jr. (USlv) to Lt. Gen. Jean Valluy, French Kilitary ?'5E5icn 
to the U.S., January 30, 195ii (TOP SECRET). 

United States Objectives and Courses of Action vdth Kespect tc 
Southco.::t Asia (KSC 5*^05), January I6, 195^* (TOP SECHuT). I'SC 5ir05 
differs from KSC 177 iji only t\ro respects: a parr.sraph on the U.S. . 
response to a Chihese move into Tliailand, and a deleted reference 
in the cr.rlier paper to France's decline as a world pc^vrer, vith 
rcpercufjcions on her position in Europe and Korth Afric£i, if Indo- 
china should be lost. 

Tiic /jinex vas recirculated on March 29, 195 -i. 

Army Poisition on KSC Action No. io7UA, undated (ear3.y April 195m). . 

Department of State Press Release No. I65, M?j:ch ?9, 195^4. 

Draft: SiKjcirJ. Coinaittcc Report on Southeast Asia - Fart II ^ Apr^l 2, 

I95ij (TOP SEcra;T). 

« 

Sec the undated State Dcpartincnt position pr^por appravnt.Ty vjrii.tcn 
betv;ccn April 2 and 5, just prior to t)ie French rcquert j::ado. th^•c•::J:'■ 
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nj31c:\ n-;- tl.'>v:rl U.r?. r j t!i'.orv,.-ii Li r.ii Djcn Pl-.u. Tfu; Gl.'. 

p:i:...:r, v;:i.:i j.r.Mr?- fh':ti;',o:: , lioCiinifi jC."C Act J on j.'o. lOY^iA, April 5, 

15. SurK;-M-y a:i..l Coj-ilcnl, of 19-n'l nSC Moctinc, /-vrll G, yj^jh poy fcOCKv; 

36. Sccrclv.r:^' V.'ilr.on ws:nnrandins "Lo the. JCS oj-;-3 the Ai'r.y, K'aVj-, 7Jld Air 
Force 5ccrc:l-..-^ric.1, April 15, 195^^ (I'OP SECixT). 
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FOOTNOTES 



Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works . Vol. Ill, (Kziioi: Foreign Languages 
Pdbli shins House, I96I), pp. , Peter V. Curl, ed. Docunents 

oii Anerics-1 Foreign Relatior.s 1953, (New York, 195^^), p. l62; both 
es cited in Kelvin Gurtov, The Fir£V. Vietnsjn Crisis (ivew York: 
Colujnbia Univ. Press, 1967), pp. I8, 48, I71-2. 

Telegran from Theodore C. Achilles, deputy chief of aission, Paris, 
to Dulles Ko. 2110, Kcveciber 30, 1953 (CCiiFIDSIiTIAL). 

Dulles tclegrazn Ko. I80 to American Embassy - Paris, July 15, £953, 
(TOP SECFiZT) foUowing bilateral tal>s of July 12. Tnis position 
. was reaffirsed in KSC I77 of Decenber 30, 1953 . 

See Dulles' September 2, 1953> address to the Anierican Legion, in 
which he said: 'Ve vant peace in Indochina, as veil as in Korea, 
The political conference about to be held relates in the first 
instance to Korea. But grov/ing out of that conference could conie, 
if- Red China vants it, an end of aggression and restoration of peace 
in Indochina. The United States vould velcome such a developr^ent. 
Cf. a French mezioranduin, undated, follovring tripartite (U.S.-U.K.- 
France) talks in V/ashington in July 1953- Here, it is urged that 
the Chinese representative to the Korean political conference 
be sounded out on China ^s intentions toward Indochina. China mist' 
be nade to conclude "that her best interest is to cut dovm her 
support of the Viet hlinh, in order to enjoy the benefits vhich she 
might expect to derive from a prolonged or final cessation of 
"hostilities on the 38th parallel. " (COIIFIDEMTIAL) - 

Nev: York Herald. Tribune . February I9, I95I*, p. 3, as quoted in 
Gurtov, op , cit . . p. 76. 

Department ■ of State, U.S. Policy on Indochina, 19U5 - May 8, 195^ . 
Research Project No. 370, July I955, p. 11. 

According to the Defense Department, Chinese aid was constant at 
1000 tons a month from Itorch 1953 to March 195^, with the exceptions 
of June 1953 (2200 tons) and March 195^ (25OO tons). See menoranduB 
of Robert H. 3. Wade (OASD) to Brig. Gen. Bonesteel (OASD, ISA), 
April 13, 195^ (SECRET). ...... ♦ 

Dulles reniinded Ely that once the U.S. co^iitted any of its armed 
forces to the war, we would want to have a success, vhich in turn 
meant "a greater degree of partnership than had prevailed up to 
present time, notably in relation to independence for Associated 
States and training of indigenous forces . " Dulles priority telegram 
to American Embassy - Paris (eyes only for ;vriibassador Dillon) Ko. 
3277, March. 23, 1954 (TOP SECRET). 
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9- Paul Ely, M'^r.oires: L' Indochina dans la Tourmente , (Paris; Plon, 
1964), p. 6ii-. ■ 

10, Jbid. , pp. 76-77? 82-63; Jean Laconture and Riilippe DeviHers, 
' • La Fin d'une Guerre (Paris, I96O); p. 73; Joseph Laniel, le Praise 
Indochinois : De Dien Bien Fnu au P^ri de Geneve , (Paris: Plon, 
■' . ' , 1957)5 P- 83. Laniel vrites of a raid by 3OO Fniiippine-based 
figihter hoinbers, 

H. Kelvin Gurtov, The First Vietnam Crisis (New York: Coluinbia Univ. 
' ••. • .Press, 1967), pp. 79-SOi I88; 217. 

. .-O^, " John Foster Dulles, "The Threat of a Red Asia," DepartTnent of 
- State Bulletin . April 12, 195!*. 

. 13, Di-dght D. Eisenhovrer, Mandate for Change, 1933-1936 (Nev York: 
. /" . • Doubleday & Co., I963), pp. 3^6-7. 

^ik. Memorandua by Bonbright (EUR) of conversation among Dulles, 

Ambassador Spender (Australia) and Ambassador I'iinro (New Zealand), 
April k; memorandum by Bonbright ' of conversation betv:een Dulles and 
• Munro, April 6, 195if, TOP SECHET - as* given in Department of State 
Research Pro;ject No. 370, op. cit . , p. 16. 

15. Anthony Eden, Full Circle (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., I96O), 

p. icA. 

16. Telegram 3729 fron Amarican Embassy, Paris, April 5, I95U (TOP SECRET). 

17. Telegraai 3710 from American Embassy, Paris, April 5, I95I+ (TOP SECRET). 

18. ■ The account of the April 3 meeting is taken primarily from Gurtov, 

op. cit . , pp. 9^1-96. Gurtov* s book draws heavily from Chalmers M. 
Roberts, "The Day We Didn't Go to War," The Re-porter, - XI, Septesiber 
lU, 195^ • Corroborative material is to be found in John Robinson 
Beal, John Foster Dulles . (New York, 1957), pp. 207-8; Eisenhower, 
Mandate for ChanRe, pp. 3^*6-7. 

'19. Gurtov, op. cit . . pp. .96-97 • 

^20. Deptel 689 to Aaericah Enbassy,- London, August 3, 19^k (TOP SECRET). 

21. . Deptel 3U82 to American Embassy, Paris, April 5, I95U (TOP SECRET). 

22. Sherman Adans, Firsthand Renort: The" Story of the Eisenho-^Ter 
Administration, (Kew York: Harper and Bros., I96I), p. 121. 

• 23. Eisenhower, op.cit. , j). 3lf7." 
24. Eden, op . -cit . , pp. IO6-7. 
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( 25- BuUes "eyes, only" telep;rai:i DULTE 9 from Geneva for Snitli> Dillon, 

and Aldrich, April 26, 195^ (TO? S£C?£T). 

26. "View of British JIC /joint Intelligence Center/ on Indochina," 
April l6, 195^ (SECREI). JIC estimated that the Chinese could 
deploy abouv 128,000 men in threfe field erniies to the Indochina 
frontier within twelve days. Ir,- the air, the CCAF voiild prooaoly 
provide "only lainimum air support," JIC calculated, inasmuch as 
the Chinese vould doubtless w*=nt to reserve their air pover for 
defense of the Eainland. 

f 27, See Aldrich priority cable "eyes -orJ.y" No. ^^382 from London to 

; • Dulles, April 6, IS^k (TOP SSCIffiT). 

! '28. See Dulles "eyes only" cable KIACT 5177 and 3i+78 (TOP SECHET), 

' "written after a conversation \dzh the British -Acibassador, Sir Boger 

Kakins, on April 2, 195^;. ... 

29. Dulles telegram No. 5090 to American Enibassy - London, April 1, 
195^ . (TOP SECRET). 

30. Dulles "eyes only" telegram froa Geneva DULTE 5 for Srdth, April 25, 
195^ (TOP SECRET). 
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31. In U.S. Ambassador Aldrich *s "eyes only" telegram ITo. i^725 from 
london for Dulles, Smith, V/ilson,-* aiid JCS, A"Dril 26, 195if (TOP • 
SECRET). 



1 . '32. Memorandum by MacArthur of conversation with Prime I^Hjiister Laniel, 

in Paris, April 13i memorandum of conversation among Dulles, 
[' ' . ■ "Ambassador Dillon, MacArthur, Lt. Col. VJalter, Laniel, and Foreign 

j .' ■ Minister Bidault, in Paris, April ik; memorandum by MacArthur of con- 

versation between Dulles and Bidault, April li;; TOP SECRET, -from 
Paris, tel. 3888, April Ik^ I954, SECRET. In State Department • 
Research Project Ho. 370, July, 1955. 

33, Memorandum by Merchant (EUR) of conversations beti-;een Ambassador ' 

Makins and Smith (y) and between Makins and Dulles, April I8, 195^^, 
_ • SECRET; from Paris, tel. DULTE '3, April 22, I95J;, TOP~ SECRET. In- 
Department of State Research Project Ko. 370, July, 1955. Here- • 
after cited as "R.'P. 17o. 370." -• 

3I+. Eden, op.cit. , pp. I09-III. 

25»- Eisenhovrer, op . cit . , p. 353, • " • * 

36. From Paris, tels. DULTE 2, April 22, and DULTE 15, April 2U, 195!*, - 
V • . TOP SECRET, R.P. Ko. 370. 

37. From Paris, tel. 3972, April 21, I95U, SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 
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38. From Paris, tel. DULTE 2, Jlpril 22, 19^U, TOP SECRET. (See also from 
Saigon tel. 2096, April 23, 195^; tel. 2098, April 2U, 195^, both 
TOP SECRET.) From Saigon the Chief of the U.S. Military Assistance 
Advisory Group reported that the French Consnander lacked the ability'- 
to wage var on a scale necessary to vin, and he suggested that the 
United States assujne operational and training control in southern 
Indochina. From Saigon, Army tel. MG 1122 A 220^^002 and tel. 2072, 

■ April 22, I95U, SECnST and TOP SECRET, respectively. R. ?. Ko. 370. 

39. Memorandum by MacArthur of conversation araong Laniel, Vidal, Bougenot, 
■• . and himself, in Paris, April 23, 195^, TOP SSCBET; from Paris, tel. 

DULTE 9, April 26, I95U, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

kO. Fro!L Paris, tels. DULTE 7 ajid 10, April 23; DULiEE 15, April 2i;, " 
195^^, .all TOP SECRET. R.P. Ko. 370. 

From Paris, tels, DULTE 2, April 22; DULTE 7 and 10, April 23; DULTE 
17, April 2h\ memorandum by MacArthur of conversation enong Laniel, 
Vidal, Bougenot, and himself, in Paris, April 23, 195^, all TOP SECRET. 
R.P; No, 370. 

hZ. From Paris, tel. DULTE 17, April 2U, 195^j TO? SECRET; to Geneva,' tel. 
TEDUL April 25, 195^, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 37O. 

1^3./ From Paris, tel. DULTE 13, April 2U; to Paris, tel. TEDUL 8, April 2U, 
195^, TOP SECRET- For comments on American policy' by Secretary 

• Dulles at a background meeting irith correspondents in Geneva on April 
25, see from Geneva tel. SECTO 6, April 25,- I95U, COI-iriDEiTTLAL. 
R.P. No. 370. 

From Paris, tel. li-058, April 25; from Geneva, tel. DULTE 8, April 26, 
I95U, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

if5« ■ From Paris, tels. DUL-TE 3, April 22; DULTE 10, April 23, DULTE iB, 
April Zk, 195^, all TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

' it6. Ftom Paris, tel. DULTE 15, April 2ky 195**, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

If7. From Paris, tel. DULTE 17, April 2k\ from Geneva, tel. DULTE 7, 

* April 26, 195^ J both TOP SECRET. House of Commons, Parlisr^entary 
Debates, Fifth Series, April 27, 195^, p. 1^56. R.P. No. 370. 

From London, tel. 1*750, AprU 27, 195!*, SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

1*9. From Paris, tel. DULTE 10, April 23, 195I*, TOP SECRET. Concerning ' 
the reactions of Under Secretary Smith and Secretary" Dulles to Eden's 
proposal, see Geneva, tel. TEDUL 2, April 2U, 195^+, TOP SECRET, and 
from Geneva, tel. DULTS 25, April 29, 195^*, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

■ - ■ .. . ' ■ 
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From Geneva, tels. WLTE 7j April 26; DULTE 30, and DULTE 3^^ 
April 30, 195^5 all TOP SECRET.- Secretary Dulles told Mi-. Eder. that 
the initial nucleus in the proposed Southeast Asian defense plan 
should comprise Thailand, the Pnilippines, Australia, and New 
Zealand, as veil as the United States, the United Kingdom, France, 
end the Associated States of Indochina (from Geneva, tel. DULTS SSs 
April 30, 195^, TO? SECRET). K.P. lio. 370. 

Memorandum "by McBride (ivE) of conversation aiaong Dulles, Sinith (U), 
K. G. Casey (Australia), and T. C. V/ebb (New Zealand), in Geneva, 
May 2, 195^, SECEET; see also from Canberra, tel. 257, Kay 7> 195^> 
SECRET. R.P. Ko. 370. 

To C-eneva, tel. TEDUL I6, April 28, 195^ (containing sunmarj' by - 
Robert Cutler of the \7hite House staff, of principal points made by 
the President), TOP SECRET. R.P. Ko. 370. 

For an account of Adniral Radford* s conversations with British 
leaders in London, see fron London, tel. k'J2^^ April 26, 195^, TOP 
SECRET; to Geneva, tel. JCS 960578, A.pril 27, 195^> TOP SECRET. 
R.P. No. 370, 

To Geneva, tel. TEDUL I6, April 28, 195^, TOP SECRET; memorandum by 
Cutler (V?hite House staff) of conversation in the President's 
office among the President, General Smith (U), Adniral Radford, and 
himself; April 28, I95U, TOP SECRET. R.P. No. 370. 

Prom Geneva, tel. DULTE 2, April 25, 195^, TOP SECRET; fi-oia Paris, 
tel. I4266, May 7, 195^, CONFIDENTIAL; White House Press Releases 
(2), May 7, 195^. 

Department .of State I^ess Release No. k, May U, 19^^* 

For the official conference transcript see Department of State 
Bulletin, XXX, Ko. 778, May 2U, I95I*. 
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